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Three Mile Scrub

Definition

  ôThree Mileõ

  ôScrubõ

Environmental history

The re -greening process

Where next?
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Scrub??
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All rainforestséééééé..
·Tall trees                           

·Big leaves

·Great diversity of  species

·Vines

·Nutrient load (rotting

 leaves and timber) close 

 to the surface

·Superficial roots

·Buttressed trees







Two myths é.



And ôourõ scrub



Lowland subtropical rainforest

·Usually more than 2km from the coast

·Less than 300m above sea level

·In areas of  Australia with more than 1300mm 

rainfall 

·Only three patches around Brisbane

·Nationally, listed as ôcritically endangeredõ

·No listed areas of  active regeneration



Lowland subtropical 

rainforest
·Tall trees

·Big leaves

·Abundant tree ferns and orchids

·Eucalypt, casuarinas  and

  melaleucas  not a feature

·Waterhousia  dominant large 

 tree



 At the time of 
white settlement



·Luxuriant vegetation

·Favoured  food gathering area of traditional owners

·Culturally invaluable 

·Lowland subtropical rainforests have long had 

importance for Aboriginal people, who seasonally 

gathered food and raw materials, such as 

macadamia nuts, figs, wild grapes, yams, cunjevoi  

roots, the heart of  Bangalow  and Cabbage Palms, 

Black Bean seeds, brush turkeys, bandicoots, 

pademelons  and small wallabies . Fibre  from the bark 

of  the Giant Stinging Tree was used to make nets for 

fishing and hunting. 



Charles Fraser 4 th  July 1828
·In this interesting forest I observed several species 

of  Ficus, upwards of  150 feet high, enclosing 

immense Iron Bark trees , on which , originally, the 

seeds of  these Fig trees had been deposited by 

birds .

·In the singular angles, or walls, as they are here 

termed, which are formed by the roots of  these 

trees , and of  which I observed many sixteen feet 

high,  there is room enough to dine half -a-dozen 

persons



To digress: A Famous 

Photo
Person standing at the base of  a large fig tree, Fig Tree Pocket, 

Brisbane, 1866 The trunk of  an immense fig tree in the scrub 

fringing the Brisbane River at Fig Tree Pocket. A person appears to 

be standing at the base of  the tree. The photographer was Mr. G.W. 

Sweet of  South Brisbane. 



Backhouseõs Visit to Three-Mile 

Scrub
Easter Saturday, 2 nd April 1836

òAccompanied by the surgeon, two 

prisoners, and a native Black, we visited a 

forest, called the Three -mile Scrub, on a 

low, alluvial soil, through which there is a 

small stream .ó

òOne of  these [species of Fig] , Ficus 

macrophylla , was forty feet in 

circumference , at the greatest height that I 

could reach : its roots formed wall -like 

abutments, extend ing from the tree, over 

an area, thirty feet across. ò



1857

·é.we were enraptured by the south American 
luxuriousness of  the vegetation . Immense gum 
trees 200 to 300 feet high , surrounded by gigantic  
creepersé.. Interlacing alike all the giants of the 
forest ð the gum, the cedar, the ironbark and the 
box: here and there two some 50 or  hundred feet 
high ..splendid orchids . The ground is covered with 
the most elegant creepers éé.while the 
intermediate space is filled with the larger kinds of  
shrubs and bushes, such as our diletanti  at home 
would give almost anything to possesséééé. A 
most beautiful, peculiar and spirit -stirring effect



Enoggera Ck 1880



Fifty Years Later - Field Naturalists
27 November 1886 

·Greenwood Scrub, otherwise known as the Three 

mile Scrub, once bore the reputation of  being a 

rich field for the naturalist - a character which it 

now only partially sustains, and in floral wealth 

alone it would vie then with any scrub in the colony 

Now what portion has not given way to the axe of  

the selector has been closed in great measure to 

the tourist by the abundant growth of  the 

introduced Lantana , which has completely altered 

the original physiognomy due to the vegetation, 

whilst a rich fauna, has, us far as the birds are 

concerned, been so affected by indiscriminate 

shooting , that scarcely a member of  the feathered 

tribe can now be met with. 



·Favoured destination of  Field Naturalist excursions

·We use species from their historic lists whenever 

possible 



A century of 
degradation -
what happened? 



Water changes 

ð flows and quality
· Input - Enoggera dam

· Extraction

· Pollutants

· Animals

· Industries

· Residential development

· Weeds

· waste

· Creek realignment

· Erosion

· Loss of  creekside  vegetation

 



1900



1926 (courtesy 
SLQ)





·Creek re -routing, removing loops

·Creek ôstabalisation õ

·      



Plundering of  existing 

natural resources
·Plants ð orchids, staghorn  ferns to markets

·Timber for fuel, housing, fencing, shingles



Granlundõs tannery ca. 1899  

1899



Late 1950s dumpsite

Corby St Park, from Fernydell  St to the 

caravan park

Rubbish covered with ash from the 

power station and grass

Concerns recently raised re possible 

contaminaiton



Clearing for housing and 

businesses

McKellarõs official map 1895



1920



1924



Newmarket  saleyards  1915











1900

Monahilla



1921

By early/mid 1900s ð ôjust a drainõ

1921



·1974 ðgreat flood damage ð a mess!

·Negligible action over the next decade

·Early/mid 1980s -efforts to staighten  creek ð 

rubble from creek floor scooped out ð makings of  

the bikepath  around bowls club and caravan park 

·Major weed infestation post creek bank disturbance

·December 6 th , 1986 ð public meeting to address 

state of  the creek



Pre planting



The re -greeening



·Early 80s

·Men of  the Trees

· Ad hoc individual plantings

· 1982 ð International Year of  Trees ð Greening Australia ð 
nursery

·mid 80s ð momentum for change

·1987 Enoggera Creek Association ð started working 
bees at Corbie  Park, Newmarket  bowling Club (plantings 
at 12 parks in all )

·BCC became involved

·1990 ð BCC Bush Rehabilitation Unit

·1991 ð Habitat Brisbane established (4 groups then ð 
now 163)



SOWN
 Save Our Waterways Now

·- instigated in 1993 by Cr. Brian Hallinan  after 
input from MOTT and Enoggera Creek 
Association on steering committee

- a community based organisation  éto carry 
out the rehabilitation of  the creeks and gullies 
in the catchment area of  the Enoggera and 
Ithica  Creeks system ó





Momentum has persisted
·2007 -2012  BCC 2 million Trees project

·Green Army 2015 and 2017

· National Tree Day events including SOWN 

plantings 2006

·BCC maintenance

·Habitat Brisbane program

·Clean Up Australia Day events 



Banks St Reserve 1929


