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1.1 SOWN objectives and operation

SOWN background and objectives

Save Our Waterways Now Inc. (SOWN) is a community 
based, catchment group operating in the Enoggera- 
Breakfast Creek catchment in Brisbane. SOWN was 
established in 1994 by residents concerned about the 
degradation of water quality and vegetation along our 
local creeks. In 2019, SOWN celebrated 25 years of 
caring for the catchment and educating the community 
about its environmental and other values. This included 
producing a SOWN history book. 

SOWN is recognised by Brisbane City Council as 
the community, catchment group for the Enoggera 
Catchment and is part of the Brisbane Catchments 
Network (BCN).

The Objectives of SOWN as set out in the constitution 
(amended on 7 December 2019) are as follows:
1. To rehabilitate, restore and maintain Enoggera Creek 

catchment waterways and linked habitat areas by 
supporting and encouraging community participation

2. To restore catchment health and biodiversity
3. To provide a best practice working model for 

catchment group activities

4. To increase community awareness, understanding 
and participation

5. To support and encourage members, interested 
persons and other relevant organisations to participate 
in activities relating to the objects of the association

6. To receive any funds and to distribute these funds in a 
manner that best attains the objects of the association

7. To do all things which are incidental or conducive 
to the attainment of all or any of the objects of 
the association.

Operation of SOWN 

As set out in the objectives above and in the way it 
operates, SOWN has always sought to provide a best 
practice working model for catchment group activities. 
Some of the key elements and principles of this model, 
in the initial years and through to today, are as follows:

 ■ Encourage local residents to ‘adopt a section’ of 
the creek

 ■ Establish a native plant nursery
 ■ Educate the community about the value 

of catchments
 ■ Understand the catchment and work with nature
 ■ Coordinate and monitor catchment activities 
 ■ Strengthen key partnerships.

1 SOWN Objectives and Catchment Plan
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Central to the early operation of SOWN was facilitating 
the formation of bushcare groups of local residents and 
encouraging them to ‘adopt’ and take responsibility 
for revegetating and removing weeds from sections 
of the creeks. This approach continues and SOWN 
currently has over 30 local bushcare groups actively 
looking after sections of the catchment. Most of these 
groups are also part of the BCC Habitat Brisbane 
program. SOWN supports these groups in many ways, 
such as: providing free native plants; providing tools 
and equipment, auspicing funding applications; and 
organising and publicizing community plantings. The 
SOWN Roving Bushcarers also provide support to local 
bushcare groups.

SOWN has established its own native plant nursery 
in Paten Park, The Gap. It started in 1996 and has 
grown in size, facilities and number and variety of 
plants propagated. It only produces local Enoggera 
Catchment plant species. The SOWN nursery is the 
heart of SOWN’s activities where members, volunteers 
and bushcare groups can meet and swap revegetation 
stories and obtain free native plants for revegetation. 
The nursery facilities were expanded in 2019–20 to 
increase plant production and to provide a better 
working environment for our volunteers. The SOWN 
nursery produces 20,000–30,000 plants per year. This 
is supplemented by our prison nursery partnership 
with Qld. Corrective Services, currently located at 
Arthur Gorrie Correctional Centre, which produces 
70,000–100,000 plants each year, mainly lomandras 
and eucalypts.

When SOWN began, the local creeks and waterways 
were seen as dumping grounds for rubbish and weeds. 
SOWN has sought to engage with and educate the 
community about the benefits of creeks for residents 
and for the environment. Enoggera Catchment creeks 
are now highly valued by the local community for their 
environmental and lifestyle benefits. Regular stories 
in the local Western Echo community newspaper 
have always been important and publications like 
publications like The creek in our backyard: a practical 
guide for habitat restoration had a local and wider 
regional impact. Social media, such as the SOWN 
website and Facebook page, now play a big role 

Enoggera Creek at Yoorala 
Street East Robert Whyte
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and talking to community groups and local schools 
remains important.

In the 1990s, SOWN used BCC mapping and aerial 
images of the catchment to produce a topographic 
and waterways map showing the main creeks 
and tributaries, sub-catchments and gullies. This 
understanding allowed a set of workable, revegetation 
areas and potential local groups, to be identified. The 
approach was to work on manageable areas and to 
maintain and enhance the biodiversity of these sites 
by selective weeding and planting of local species. 
The Regional Ecosystem (RE) mapping, prepared by 
the Queensland Herbarium, outlines the different 
and complex plant associations along the creeks and 
other areas of the Enoggera Catchment. This mapping 
is now providing a better understanding of the 
catchment and a basis for the planning and revegetation 
activities of SOWN.

SOWN acts as a coordinating body for the activities 
of local bushcare groups and for catchment 
management more generally. In the past, SOWN 
has employed a catchment coordinator to organize 
revegetation activities, encourage the involvement 
of local residents and to liaise with partners such as 
BCC. The coordination role is now being done by the 
Management Committee in partnership with BCC creek 
catchment and habitat officers. SOWN runs a creek 
health monitoring program, which records water quality 
and fish and macroinvertebrate numbers in our creeks. 

More opportunities exist for citizen science and to 
monitor our revegetation activities.

Partnerships are essential to the operation of SOWN. 
We work in partnership with many local, regional and 
State organisations. Key partners include: Brisbane 
City Council; Paten Park Native Nursery; Men of the 
Trees; Brisbane Catchments Network; Healthy Land 
and Water; Seqwater; Qld Corrective Services; and 
other State agencies. The administration of SOWN 
and operation of the SOWN nursery are supported by 
annual Environment Grants from Brisbane City Council.

SOWN nursery crew 2018 
Robert Whyte
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1.2 SOWN Enoggera Catchment Plan

While SOWN has done strategic planning in the past, 

it has not had a spatial, catchment plan before. The 

SOWN Enoggera Catchment Plan 2021–2026 (SECP) 

includes strategies, policies and actions to guide 

the activities of SOWN in the catchment over the 

next five years. 

The Objectives of the SOWN Enoggera Catchment 

Plan flow directly from the Objectives of SOWN above 
and also reflect the need for SOWN to respond to the 
changing climate and its impacts. The objectives of 
the plan are:

 ■ Objective 1: To rehabilitate and maintain 

the environmental health of Enoggera 

Catchment waterways

 ■ Objective 2: To rehabilitate and maintain linked 

bushland areas along waterways

 ■ Objective 3: To protect and improve biodiversity 

in the catchment

 ■ Objective 4: To respond to the impacts of 

climate change

 ■ Objective 5: To encourage community 

participation, awareness and education in SOWN 

activities

 ■ Objective 6: To identify policies and priority 

actions for SOWN.

Fish Creek at Michaela Crescent Park 2004 Mareene Hutchings
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This SECP provides: 
 ■ Strategies, policies and priority actions for 

SOWN’s activities
 ■ A five-year SOWN action plan that can be 

updated yearly
 ■ Guidance for the activities of local bushcare groups 

and individuals in the catchment
 ■ An informed basis and support for SOWN 

submissions and funding applications
 ■ Information for our key partners about SOWN’s 

policies and proposed actions
 ■ Information for our key partners, and potential 

partners, about how and where SOWN can support 
their plans and activities 

 ■ An adaptive framework for future SOWN catchment 
planning and for SOWN to respond to wider 
sustainability imperatives.

Environment Minister 
Hon. Meaghan Scanlon 
MP and Jonty Bush MP 
visit the SOWN nursery, 
March 2021
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Main creeks and tributaries

Enoggera Catchment and sub-catchment boundaries

Brisbane River

Legend

Map 1: Enoggera Catchment – Aerial
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2.1 Catchment and creeks 

The Enoggera /Breakfast Creek catchment is one 

of the largest in Brisbane City and covers 89.2 km

2

 

in Brisbane’s west. It includes the waterways of 

Enoggera, Ithaca, Fish and Breakfast Creeks. Enoggera 

Creek becomes Breakfast Creek at Bowen Hills and it 

joins the Brisbane River at Newstead. Map 1 shows an 

aerial view of the catchment and sub-catchments.

Enoggera Creek is the main waterway in the 
catchment. It begins in the D’Aguilar Range and the 
creek’s headwaters form on the southern slopes of 
Mt Nebo. The western part of the catchment and the 
creek, above the Enoggera Dam and Reservoir, are part 
of the D’Aguilar National Park. This area is steep and 
forested and in a natural state with high environmental 
values. Downstream of the dam, the creek flows 
through urban, and mainly residential, areas and the 
suburbs of The Gap, Ashgrove, Red Hill, Newmarket, 
Kelvin Grove and Wilston. 

The weir in Bancroft Park forms a barrier between the 
freshwater and saline parts of Enoggera Creek. Below 
the weir, the creek is tidal and estuarine and mangroves 
are common.

Fish Creek is a small, northern tributary of Enoggera 

Creek, with a catchment area of around 5 km2, within 
the suburb of The Gap. The creek is spring fed and this 
is supplemented by suburban water run-off. It has high 
aquatic diversity. Fish Creek joins Enoggera Creek at 
Walton Bridge Reserve.

Ithaca Creek is a southern tributary of Enoggera Creek, 
with a catchment area of around 11 km2. It begins in 
two tributaries (West Ithaca and East Ithaca Creeks) on 
the forested slopes of Mt Coot-tha and flows through the 
suburbs of Bardon, Ashgrove and Red Hill. Ithaca Creek 
joins Enoggera Creek at Balun Park, upstream of the weir.

Breakfast Creek is the most eastern and lowest part 
of Enoggera Creek before it joins the Brisbane River. 
The creek is slow moving and tidal here and flows 
through the inner-urban suburbs of Bowen Hills, Albion 
and Newstead. There are large road interchanges and 
railway yards in this area.

There is some confusion and debate about where 
Enoggera Creek ends and Breakfast Creek starts. 
This is often considered to be at the weir in Bancroft 
Park, where the creek goes from fresh water to saline. 
However, the Lands Department officially ruled in 1938 
that the name change occurs at Bowen Hills, where the 
northern railway line crosses the creek. We have used 
this definition in this plan. 

2 Enoggera-Breakfast Creek Catchment

SOWN Enoggera Catchment Plan 2021–2026 11



2.2 Land tenure and land uses

The main land tenures and land uses in the Enoggera 

Catchment are as follows: State Government 

land used as a National Park and water reserve; 

Commonwealth Government land used as an army 

base; Brisbane City Council land used for parkland 

and conservation areas; and private land owned 

by individuals and organisations and used for 

residential and other urban uses. 

Map 2 shows these main land tenures in the catchment. 

State Government land is mainly in the western part 
of the catchment. The D’Aguilar National Park, run 

by Queensland National Parks, comprises most of the 
catchment area upstream of the Enoggera Dam and 
Reservoir. The main uses of this area are environmental 
conservation and public recreation. 

The Enoggera Reservoir, built in 1866, was the first 
water supply reservoir built in Brisbane. There is a 
water reserve area around and below the reservoir and 
this area and the reservoir itself are managed for water 
supply and public recreation purposes by Seqwater. In 
2014, the reservoir and surrounding reserve area were 
opened up for more active recreation uses, including 
swimming, canoeing and trail-bike riding.

Other State Government land in the catchment includes 
primary and secondary schools, many of which are 
adjacent to the main creeks, the Royal Brisbane and 
Women’s Hospital and Queensland Rail goods yards at 
Bowen Hills. 

Commonwealth Government land consists of the 
Enoggera Barracks also known as Gallipoli Barracks. This 
is one of the largest and oldest army bases in Australia. 
The base covers an area of over 500 ha, houses over 
5000 troops, and is an administrative centre and active 
field training area. 

Around half of the area of the base is within the 
Enoggera Catchment. This western and southern field 
training area of the base is part of the Taylor Range 
and is steep and forested and in a semi-natural state 
with high environmental values. The army land directly 
adjoins Enoggera Creek at the Ashgrove Sports Ground.

Eastern water dragon 
Physignathus lesueurii  
CC BY-SA Aravindhanp 
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Enoggera Catchment main creeks and tributaries

Enoggera Catchment and sub-catchment boundaries

Brisbane River

Commonwealth land

State land

Private, freehold land

Council land

Legend

Map 2: Enoggera Catchment – Land Tenure
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Brisbane City Council land comprises many large 
and small parcels in the middle and eastern part of 
the catchment that the Council owns or manages for 
parkland, sporting, recreation and conservation uses. 
Many of these areas adjoin the main creeks or are 
narrow linear parcels along creeks and waterways and 
have been revegetated by SOWN and local communities 
over past decades. These areas are listed below.

Mt Coot-tha Forest is the largest reserve of Council 
land and about half of the area is in the Enoggera 
Catchment. It is a natural area of very high conservation, 
Indigenous, cultural and recreational significance.

Keperra Bushland is the ridge of the Taylor Range that 
separates The Gap from Keperra and Upper Kedron. It 
is a natural area of high conservation significance and 
was partly purchased by Council using funds from the 
Bushland Preservation Levy.

Wittonga Park at The Gap includes parts of Fish Creek 
and is an important suburban, recreation park.

Walton Bridge Reserve is at the junction of Fish and 
Enoggera Creeks at The Gap. It includes areas of 
remnant rainforest, has great cultural significance for 
Indigenous People and is a popular recreation area.

The eastern part of Ashgrove Golf Course includes 
areas of natural bushland.

Ashgrove Sports Ground is in a big loop adjacent to 
Enoggera Creek and is an important bushland, sporting 
and recreation area.

Bowman Park is adjacent to Ithaca Creek at Bardon. It 
is a multi-purpose conservation, sporting and recreation 
area. Many species of frogs are found in waterways in 
the park.

Dorrington Park is on Enoggera Creek at Ashgrove and 
is a sporting and recreation area.

Banks Street Reserve is a large conservation reserve of 
37 hectares located on Enoggera Creek at Newmarket. 
It includes areas of remnant rainforest and bushland 
with open space and walking trails. It was part of the 
historical Three Mile Scrub rainforest. Local bushcare 
groups and SOWN have been working to Re-green the 
Three Mile Scrub.

Finsbury and Downey Parks are adjacent to Enoggera 
Creek at Windsor and Bowen Hills. This is a large 
area of recreation and sporting grounds and includes 
the Northey Street City Farm. There are large areas of 
mangroves adjacent to the creek.

Victoria Park in Herston was formerly a public golf 
course. Council is currently converting it into a large 
community park with natural areas and areas for 
urban recreation. The park’s original waterways will be 
restored and revegetated.

Private land owned by individuals and organisations 
makes up the remainder of the catchment and is used 
for residential, commercial, educational and other 
suburban and inner urban uses.
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2.3 Catchment vegetation and 

regional ecosystems

As the aerial view of Map 1 shows, large parts of 

the Enoggera Catchment are covered with native 

vegetation. These include the following: all of the 

western parts of the catchment above Enoggera 

Dam; the Taylor Range and Enoggera Barracks army 

land to the north of The Gap and Ashgrove; Mt 

Coot-tha Forest Reserve to the south of The Gap 

and west of Bardon; larger parcels of parkland, such 

as Banks Street Reserve; and public land along the 

various creeks.

Remnant native vegetation 

The Queensland Herbarium has identified and mapped 
important areas of remnant native vegetation that exist 
in the catchment. These include: areas in the national 
park above the Enoggera Dam; parts of the Taylor 
Range and army land; most of the Mt Coot-tha Forest 
Reserve; and areas along Enoggera Creek in The Gap 
and in Banks Street Reserve.

Regional Ecosystems (REs)

Regional Ecosystems have been identified and 
mapped by the Queensland Herbarium as a way of 
understanding and conserving the vegetation types 
in Queensland. A regional ecosystem is a distinct 
vegetation community that occurs in association 
with a particular combination of geology, soils and 

landforms in a specific bioregion of Queensland. 
There are many different regional ecosystems in the 
Enoggera Catchment.

Each RE has a distinct three number name, such as 
RE 12.3.7: 

 ■ the first number (12) represents the Bioregion – 
South-East Queensland

 ■ the second number (3) represents the Land Zone or 
landform — in this case, alluvial creek flats 

 ■ the third number (7) represents the Vegetation 

Type – in this case, fringing woodlands of particular 
eucalypts and sheoaks. Creek Health monitoring 

group on Ithaca Creek 
2016 Leo Lee
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Above the Enoggera Dam, in the D’Aguilar National 
Park, most of the land is covered by woodlands and 
open forests of eucalypts, corymbias and brush box 
on metamorphic rocks and soil (12.11.3 and 12.11.5). 
Along Enoggera Creek in this area, there are gallery 
rainforests and fringing woodlands on alluvial soils with 
a wide variety of plants (12.3.16 and 12.3.7). 

Below the dam, in the middle part of the catchment, 
large areas of the Mt Coot-tha Forest, Keperra Bushland 
and the army land are covered by woodlands and 
open forests of eucalypts, corymbias and brush box on 
granite volcanic rocks and soil (12.12.3 and 12.12.12). 

All along Enoggera Creek from the dam to Walton 
Bridge Reserve, there are gallery rainforests and fringing 
woodlands on alluvial soils with a wide variety of plants, 
including figs, hoop pines and weeping lilly pillies 
(12.3.16 and 12.3.7). Pockets of these two REs also 
occur further downstream near Ashgrove Sports Ground 
and at Banks Street Reserve.

Further downstream below the weir in Bancroft Park, 
where the Enoggera Creek is tidal, the main vegetation 
types are mangrove shrubland with low closed forest on 
estuaries and pockets of eucalypt fringing forests (12.1.3 
and 12.3.11).

Complex rainforests

Important areas of complex rainforest occur at a 
number of locations in the upper catchment in the 
D’Aguilar National Park and in the Enoggera Reservoir 
water reserve. These include: wet rainforest near Jollys 
Lookout; a large area of dry rainforest (12.11.10) on 
Hell Hole Break near McAfees Lookout; and pockets 
of dry rainforest near the reservoir, such as Mt Aurum 
Scrub. SOWN members have been documenting the 
importance of the rainforest at Hell Hole break for a 
number of years. Small pockets of rainforest also occur 
on Mt Coot-tha.

Historically, a large area of complex rainforest 
also existed at Three Mile Scrub near what is now 
Newmarket. This was lush lowland subtropical rainforest 
(mainly 12.3.16) which bordered Enoggera Creek 

Three Mile Scrub 1900  
State Library of Queensland neg no 69613
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from Banks Street Reserve to Bancroft Park at Kelvin 
Grove. Up until the 1860s, botanists and Brisbane 
residents were visiting the area to admire the luxurious 
vegetation, forest giants and beautiful orchids. But 
30 years later, it had been destroyed by clearing, 
subdivision for housing and weeds.

‘Endangered’ and ‘Of Concern’ status 

of vegetation

The conservation status of remnant vegetation in the 
catchment has been assessed and mapped by the 
Queensland Herbarium and some areas have been 
classified as ‘Endangered’ and ‘Of Concern’.

One regional ecosystem, namely 12.3.16, has been 
classified as ‘Endangered’. This RE, which was previously 
described as ‘Gallery Rainforest on Alluvial Soils’, is now 
described as ‘Complex notophyll to microphyll vine 
forest’. This remnant rainforest exists along Enoggera 
Creek from the dam down to Walton Bridge Reserve and 
needs to be protected and maintained. Other pockets of 
12.3.16 exist along the creek at Ashgrove Sports Ground 
and at Banks Street Reserve.

A number of other REs have been identified and 
mapped as ‘Of Concern’. These include: 12.3.7 along 
Enoggera and other creeks; 12.12.12 on the Army land, 
and 12.3.11 along the lower, tidal parts of Enoggera and 
Breakfast Creeks. 

Walton Bridge Reserve in 
2013 Anne Jones
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2.4 Water quality and aquatic 

ecosystems 

Creek water quality and aquatic ecosystem health are 

complex and interdependent.

Water quality

Healthy Land and Water (formerly Healthy 
Waterways) has been monitoring the water quality 
and environmental health of waterways in South-East 
Queensland (SEQ) since 2000. They have produced 
an annual, public Report Card which rates the water 
quality in different parts of the region. 

The Lower Brisbane River Catchment, of which 
Enoggera is a sub-catchment, was rated Fair (C-) in 2019 
and this declined to Poor (D+) in 2020. This water 
quality is mainly influenced by inflows from the upper 
Brisbane and Bremer Rivers. Water quality in Enoggera 
Creek is rated as Excellent in the upper, National Park, 
part of the catchment. Because of pollution inflows in 
the urban areas of the catchment and tidal inflows from 
the Brisbane River, water quality declines to Poor to 
Very Poor at the mouth of Breakfast Creek.

Water Pollution Sources

Water pollution occurs when contaminants are 
introduced into the natural aquatic environment of 
waterways. Sources of contaminants include sediment, 
chemicals and nutrients, and pathogens. They can also 
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Know Your Nature 
community event Lugg 
Street, Bardon, in 
June 2021 Brendan McIntyre

be grouped as point source contaminants and non-point 
source contaminants.

Point sources of water pollution in the Enoggera 
Catchment include: places where large stormwater 
pipes or drains empty urban run-off into the creeks; 
sediment running off from poorly managed building 
sites; nutrients from playing fields and golf courses; and 
leachate coming from old tip sites, many of which are 
now used as sporting fields.

Non-point sources of water pollution in the catchment 
include; dispersed run-off from roads, carparks and 
other paved urban areas; sediment from parks and 
gardens, run-off from the live-firing areas of the army 
land; leachate from contaminated soils; and run-off 
from railway and industrial land in the eastern part of 
the catchment.

Aquatic ecosystem health

Aquatic ecosystem health in waterways depends on 
a wide range of factors including: water quality; the 
presence of natural structures, like dead, woody trees; 
aquatic vegetation; presence of key species; and aquatic 
connectivity, including the presence of introduced 
obstructions like weirs.

The Queensland Department of Environment and 
Heritage Protection carried out Aquatic Conservation 
Assessments (ACAs) of the aquatic ecosystem health of 
all the rivers and creeks of South East Queensland in 
2015. The conservation value of the aquatic ecosystems 

of the creeks in the Enoggera Catchment were assessed 
as follows:

 ■ Enoggera-Breakfast Creek – Very High;
 ■ Ithaca Creek – High;
 ■ Fish Creek – Medium.

SOWN is concerned about the ecosystem health of 
our creeks. We consider that the weir in Bancroft Park, 
which separates the fresh and salt water in Enoggera 
Creek, has a significant detrimental effect on aquatic 
connectivity and the movement of fish species in 
the creek. 

Previous page: Yarrabee 
Road bushcare site Nick Rains
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3.1 Policy context

This catchment plan outlines the strategies, policies 

and actions of SOWN but these exist within a 

broader regional and local policy context set by State 

and local governments.

Regional policies

The State Government, in collaboration with local 
governments, has set out its policies for the growth 
and development of SEQ in ShapingSEQ: South East 
Queensland Regional Plan 2017. The SEQ Regional Plan 
is a statutory document that identifies future areas for 
urban growth and infrastructure development and also 
identifies areas of State environmental and biodiversity 
significance for protection. These protected areas 
include the western part of the Enoggera Catchment, 
upstream of the Enoggera Dam, Mt Coot-tha and parts 
of the Taylor Range. 

The South East Queensland Natural Resource 
Management Plan 2009–2031 is a non-statutory 
plan linked to the SEQ Regional Plan. This plan, 
and a 2016 update, sets targets and coordinates 
management of natural resources such as waterways, 
bushland, wetlands and greenspace. It recommends 

the preparation of Catchment Action Plans under the 
Resilient Rivers Initiative.

Healthy Land and Water (HLW) is an independent, 
collaborative organisation, supported by governments, 
universities and the private sector that is working 
to protect the natural environment of SEQ. It is the 
regional Natural Resource Management body for SEQ. 
HLW carries out innovative projects throughout the 
region including the annual ecosystem health and water 
quality Report Card and the Davidson Street Creek 
Restoration Project in our catchment in 2018. 

Local policies

Through the Resilient Rivers Initiative, relevant 
local governments in SEQ and other agencies, have 
collaborated to produce the Lower Brisbane–Redlands 
Coastal Catchment Action Plan 2018–2021. Policies 
and on-ground actions proposed in the plan include: 
identifying Indigenous landscape values in the 
catchments; ensuring regular Lidar surveys of the 
physical structure of local creeks; and reinstating fish 
passage at the weir in Bancroft Park on Enoggera Creek. 

The Brisbane City Plan 2014 is Council’s statutory plan 
for the future development of Brisbane. It sets out 
on a cadastral mapping base areas for future urban 

3 Policy Context, Risks and Plan Preparation

Previous page: Enoggera 
Creek at Ashgrove Sports 
Ground 2019 Mark Crocker
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development and environmental constraints needing 
protection such as flood-prone areas, waterway 
corridors and areas of high ecological significance. In 
the Enoggera Catchment, the areas upstream of the 
Dam, Mt Coot-tha, the Taylor Range and the army land, 
and Banks Street Reserve are all mapped as being of 
‘high ecological significance’.

The Habitat Brisbane Community Reference Manual is 
Council’s detailed policy guideline for revegetation and 
habitat restoration activities along creeks in Brisbane.

3.2 Risks and threats 

Efforts by SOWN to rehabilitate the Enoggera 

Catchment and improve biodiversity face many 

current and future risks and threats. These threats, 

risks and uncertainties include:

 ■ Increased urbanisation and urban density of the 
catchment, including loss of native vegetation and 
increased stormwater run-off

 ■ Climate change impacts on the catchment and native 
vegetation, including more extreme weather events 
and higher temperatures

 ■ Lack of information about how native plants will 
respond to climate change

 ■ Lack of information about Indigenous landscapes
 ■ New weeds and growing impacts of woody weeds
 ■ Changing human behaviours including more 

recreational and exercise use of greenspace and 
natural areas

 ■ Impacts of urban dogs and cats on wildlife
 ■ Uncertain levels of future funding support 

from governments.

The plan seeks to address and mitigate these threats 
and risks and to adapt and be resilient in a changing 
environment.

COVID spaced planning 
workshop, August 2020 
Anne Jones
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3.3 How the plan was prepared

Preparation of the plan commenced in April 2020 and involved various stages of information collection, 

mapping, consultation with members and partner organisations, and review and endorsement by the SOWN 

Management Committee.

April 2020 Endorsement of the Terms of Reference and Plan Objectives by the Management Committee.

April – August 2020 Information collection and mapping environmental values using Queensland Globe and Brisbane City Council 
resources.

July – August 2020 Online survey of members, using MailChimp, to identify what SOWN is doing well, challenges and threats to 
our activities, and actions SOWN can take to better achieve our objectives for waterway health, vegetation 
management, biodiversity, climate change and community engagement. Over 50 responses were received.

August 2020 Two facilitated and COVID-separated workshops were held for SOWN bushcare and Habitat Brisbane group 
leaders. The purpose of the workshops was to identify possible policies, actions and tangible projects for 
SOWN to pursue.

August – October 2020 The outputs, ideas and projects from the member survey and two workshops were collated for evaluation.  
Best practice guidelines (see Chapter 7) were reviewed to identify catchment strategies and evaluation criteria.

November 2020 An evaluation workshop was held for Committee members, group leaders and key partners to review the 
above collated ideas, policies and projects.

January – April 2021 Preparation of the draft plan and review by the Management Committee. 

May 2021 Management Committee endorses the SOWN Enoggera Catchment Plan.

June – September 2021 Finalising and publishing the plan.
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Objective 1: To rehabilitate and maintain the 

environmental health of Enoggera Catchment 

waterways

Strategies:

S1.1 Enhance aquatic ecological processes 

S1.2 Enhance aquatic ecosystem connectivity 

S1.3 Slow catchment water run-off through riparian land 

Policies: 

P1.1 Widen riparian vegetation buffers along main 
catchment creeks to 20 m where possible

P1.2 Manage and remediate stormwater run-off 
into creeks

P1.3 Explore maintaining environmental flows in 
Enoggera Creek

P1.4 Increase water quality monitoring in the catchment

P1.5 Improve aquatic ecosystem connectivity in 
Enoggera Creek by removing or modifying the 
weir in Bancroft Park

P1.6 Maintain and enhance native aquatic vegetation 
in creeks

Objective 2: To rehabilitate and maintain 

linked bushland areas along waterways

Strategies:

S2.1 Enhance terrestrial ecological processes and 
soil health 

S2.2 Protect and enhance areas of riparian 
native vegetation 

S2.3 Link areas of riparian native vegetation 

Policies: 

P2.1 Enhance local native plant production through the 
SOWN nursery and the Queensland Corrective 
Services nursery partnership

P2.2 Protect and enhance remnant vegetation areas 
along waterways in the catchment 

P2.3 Manage and enhance the main creeks in the 
catchment as vegetation and wildlife corridors 

P2.4 Support bushcare groups to work on 
contaminated land

P2.5 Develop a SOWN Weed Reduction Strategy 
and program 

P2.6 Enhance soil health and biodiversity using 
regenerative bushcare

4 SOWN Catchment Strategies and Policies

Previous page: Signature 
species of Enoggera 
Catchment Weeping 
Lilly Pilly Waterhousea 
floribunda Robert Whyte
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Objective 3: To protect and improve 

biodiversity in the catchment

Strategies:

S3.1 Protect and enhance the diversity of natural 
habitats in waterways, riparian vegetation and 
bushland areas 

S3.2 Connect riparian vegetation to areas of remnant 
native vegetation 

Policies:

P3.1 Identify locations and ways to protect and 
enhance the diversity of natural habitats in 
waterways, riparian vegetation and bushland areas

P3.2 Use local pre-clearing regional ecosystem (RE) 
mapping and BCC benchmarking to better inform 
planting species choice at local sites

P3.3 Identify and enhance existing and potential 
vegetation and wildlife corridors that link riparian 
areas to major non-riparian bushland areas

Objective 4: To respond to the impacts of 

climate change

Strategies:

S4.1 Understand climate change impacts on the 
Enoggera Catchment 

S4.2 Enhance genetic diversity and species diversity of 
SOWN plants 

S4.3 Understand processes of carbon sequestration 
through tree planting

Policies: 

P4.1 Monitor and research climate change impacts on 
our catchment

P4.2 Use native plants better adapted to climate 
change for revegetation in the catchment

Opposite page: The upper 
parts of Ithaca Creek on 
Mt Coot-tha. Mark Crocker
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Objective 5: To encourage community 

participation, awareness and education in 

SOWN activities

Strategies:

S5.1 Strengthen the capacity of SOWN to encourage 
member and community participation, awareness 
and education 

S5.2 Encourage local residents and groups to care for 
sections of creek and areas of the catchment 

Policies: 

P5.1 Explore how to improve SOWN’s capacity for 
community and member participation and 
education

P5.2 Provide opportunities and events for local 
residents to get involved with SOWN and with 
their section of creek
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Objective 1: To rehabilitate and maintain the environmental health of Enoggera 

Catchment waterways

Actions Organisations involved Year

A1.1 Identify planting sites to widen riparian buffers using Target 

40 planning and mapping.

SOWN; BCC 2021–2026

A1.2 Widen riparian buffers, including in Nicholas Park, A&L Best 

Park, Wittonga Park and Quandong Park.

SOWN Bushcare Groups; 
BCC

2021–2022

A1.3 Identify areas for swales and detention basins to slow 

stormwater flows. 

SOWN; BCC 2021–2026

A1.4 Review operation of Davidson St swale/rain garden. HLW; Davidson Street 
Bushcare Group

2021–2023

A1.5 Work with Seqwater to explore and maintain environmental 

flows in Enoggera Creek.

SOWN; Seqwater 2021–2023

A1.6 Work with Healthy Land and Water to increase water quality 

monitoring and analysis in the catchment.

SOWN; HLW 2021–2026

A1.7 Encourage BCC to remove or modify the weir in Bancroft 

Park, Newmarket and replace it with an aquatic rockway and 

wetlands. 

BCC; Department of 
Natural Resources, Mines 

and Energy; SOWN

2021–2026

A1.8 Explore planting of local native aquatic species, such as 

Vallisneria sp., in suitable creek locations.

SOWN, HLW 2021–2026

5 SOWN Catchment Actions 2021–2026

Previous page: Breakfast 
Creek at Albion Nick Rains
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Objective 2: To rehabilitate and maintain linked bushland areas along waterways

Actions Organisations involved Year

A2.1 Work with Queensland Corrective Services (QCS) to maintain 

our prison nursery partnership. 

SOWN; QCS 2021–2026

A2.2 Protect The Gap Rainforest: Protect and maintain 

‘endangered’ remnant rainforest areas (RE 12.3.16) along 

Enoggera Creek between Enoggera Reservoir and the entry of 

Fish Creek. 

SOWN; BCC 2021–2026

A2.3 Re-green the Three Mile Scrub: Restore and protect rainforest 

areas (RE 12.3.16) along Enoggera Creek at the former Three 

Mile Scrub at Newmarket. 

SOWN; BCC 2021–2026

A2.4 Protect and maintain other areas of ‘of concern’ remnant 

vegetation (mainly RE 12.3.7) along the main creeks.

SOWN; BCC 2021–2026

A2.5 Identify planting sites to fill gaps and enhance vegetation 

and wildlife corridors on the main creeks using Target 40 

planning and mapping. 

SOWN; BCC 2021–2026

A2.6 Educate bushcare groups to work on contaminated land by 

holding a workshop on contaminated land management.

SOWN; BCC 2021–2022

A2.7 Prepare a weed list for the Enoggera Catchment. SOWN 2021

A2.8 Develop a SOWN Weed Reduction Strategy for the 

catchment, including a program, funding and guidelines. 

SOWN; BCC 2021–2022

A2.9 Develop SOWN regenerative bushcare principles 

and methods.

SOWN 2021–2023
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Objective 3: To protect and improve biodiversity in the catchment

Actions Organisations involved Year

A3.1 Continue the Enoggera Catchment Creek Health Monitoring Program (ECCHMP) and use 

this data to protect and enhance biodiversity in our waterways.

SOWN, HLW, BCC 2021–2026

A3.2 Update SOWN Enoggera Catchment creekbank planting guides and develop planting 

guides for RE 12.3.16 and other RE habitats.

SOWN, BCC, Qld 
Herbarium

2021–2023

A3.3 Support the development of a multi-purpose concept plan for Mt Coot-tha, including 

enhancing conservation and biodiversity values.

BCC, Qld. Government, 
SOWN, community groups.

2021–2023

A3.4 Support the development of management plans to enhance biodiversity in major non-

riverine bushland areas, including: Keperra Bushland: Enoggera Barracks bushland; and 

Banks St Reserve.

SOWN, BCC, Australian 
Army

2021–2026

A3.5 Protect and enhance habitats at known flying fox camp locations. SOWN, BCC 2021–2026

A3.6 Identify and protect potential platypus habitat locations along creeks. SOWN, BCC 2021–2026

A3.7 Protect and enhance existing vegetation and wildlife corridors that link creekside 

vegetation to major bushland areas. 

 ■ Yarrabee Rd bushland to Walton Bridge Reserve

 ■ Enoggera Barracks bushland to Ashgrove Scenic Reserve

 ■ Enoggera Barracks bushland to Ashgrove Sports Ground

SOWN, BCC 2021–2026

A3.8 Identify and enhance potential vegetation and wildlife corridors that link creekside 

vegetation to major bushland areas. 

 ■ Parkside Crescent and Glenferrie Place Parks

 ■ Along Paten Creek

 ■ Sunset Park to Bardon Esplanade Park

SOWN, BCC 2021–2026

A3.9 Identify and initiate citizen science monitoring projects for vegetation or wildlife in the 

catchment. Continue involvement in the Big Brisbane Butterfly Count.

SOWN 2021–2023
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Objective 4: To respond to the impacts of climate change

Actions Organisations involved Year

A4.1 Establish a SOWN Climate Change Working Group to explore 

responses to the impacts of climate change.

SOWN, BCC 2021

A4.2 Partner with other organisations, universities and students 

doing research on the impacts of climate change on our 

catchment.

SOWN, BCC, universities 2021–2026

A4.3 Establish monitoring programs to research climate change 

impacts and carbon sequestration on some of our sites.

SOWN, BCC, universities 2021–2026

A4.4 Improve genetic diversity of SOWN seed stock by collecting 

seeds from different plants and a wider range of locations.

SOWN 2021–2026

A4.5 Explore geocoding of SOWN seed collection locations. SOWN 2021–2026

A4.6 Develop guidelines and organise workshops on native seed 

collection and processing.

SOWN 2021–2022

SOWN Management 
Committee with Cr Steve 
Toomey 2019 Mark Crocker
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Objective 5: To encourage community participation, awareness and education in 

SOWN activities

Actions Organisations involved Year

A5.1 Establish a SOWN Communications Working Group and 

prepare a Communications Action Plan.

SOWN 2021

A5.2 Employ a part-time volunteer coordinator to liaise with 

members, the community and corporates, and to enhance 

our social media presence.

SOWN 2021

A5.3 Increase the visibility and community involvement of SOWN 

by holding promotional events in the community, at schools 

and at bushcare sites. 

SOWN 2021–2026

A5.4 Improve SOWN partnerships with key organisations, 

including those representing Indigenous Peoples, Seqwater, 

Healthy Land and Water, Volunteering Qld, and universities.

SOWN, Balaangala, other 
organisations

2021–2026

A5.5 Include Indigenous and historical knowledge of the 

catchment in SOWN activities.

SOWN, Balaangala 2021–2026
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6 Policies and Actions Map

Policies and actions from chapters 4 and 5 that have 
a spatial location within the Enoggera Catchment are 
shown here.
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State and Brisbane City Council public land

Legend

Commonwealth land –Enoggera Army Barracks

Enoggera Catchment and sub-catchments boundaries

Brisbane River

Linking vegetation and wildlife corridors (P3.3, A5.7)

Potential linking vegetation and wildlife corridors (P3.3, A3.8)

Protect the Gap Rainforest (A2.2)

Re-green the Three Mile Scrub (A2.3)

Remove or modify Bancroft Park Weir (A1.7)

1 2 3

4 5 6

7

8

9Main creeks and vegetation and wildlife corridors (P1.1, P2.3, A1.1, A2.5)
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Best practice guides

Beesley LS, Middleton J, Gwinn DC, Pettit N, Quinton B & 
Davies PM 2017, Riparian design guidelines to inform the 
ecological repair of urban waterways, Cooperative Research 
Centre for Water Sensitive Cities, Monash University, 
Clayton, Vic. 

Brisbane City Council 2016, Habitat Brisbane reference 
manual, Brisbane City Council, Brisbane.

Chenoweth EPLA & Bushland Restoration Services 2012, 
South East Queensland ecological restoration framework 
manual, SEQ Catchments, Brisbane. 

Lammers H, Ronan M, Sheaves M, Dale P, Marshall J, Audas 
DM & Knight A 2012, Framework for evaluating aquatic 
ecosystem connectivity, Queensland Wetlands Program, 
Department of Environment and Heritage Protection, 
Queensland Government, Brisbane.

Hancock N, Harris R, Broadhurst L & Hughes L 2018, 
Climate-ready revegetation: a guide for natural resource 
managers, Version 2, Macquarie University, Sydney.

Neldner VJ, Butler DW & Guymer GP 2019, Version 2.0, 
Queensland’s regional ecosystems: building a maintaining a 
biodiversity inventory, planning framework and information 
system for Queensland, Queensland Herbarium, Queensland 
Department of Environment and Science, Queensland 
Government, Brisbane.

Whyte R 2013, The creek in our backyard: a practical guide 
for habitat restoration, Save Our Waterways Now Inc., The 
Gap, Qld.
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Government, Brisbane.

Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning 2017, 
ShapingSEQ South East Queensland Regional Plan 2017, 
Department of Infrastructure, Local Government and 
Planning, Queensland Government, Brisbane.

Jones A & Whyte R (eds) 2019, Save Our Waterways Now: 
Caring for Enoggera Catchment 1994–2019, Save Our 
Waterways Now Inc., The Gap, Qld.

Resilient Rivers Initiative 2018, Lower Brisbane-Redlands 
Coastal Catchment Action Plan 2018–2021, Council of 
Mayors South East Queensland, Brisbane.

SEQC 2016, Managing Natural Assets for a Prosperous 
South East Queensland 2014–2031, South East Queensland 
Catchments Ltd, Brisbane.
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