
Ithaca Intact School Based Activities

Activity Name: Natural Vs Unnatural Items from the Creek & Litter Survey

Activity Objective: To develop student skills in recognising and sorting natural vs unnatural 
things that may be found in our local environment. Student ability to discuss 
the implications of unnatural items within the environment is also 
enhanced. Additionally, the activity provides students with an opportunity 
to work together and to develop skills in counting and reasoning.

Materials Required:
 Hoola Hoops x 2 (1 labelled natural, 1 labelled unnatural)
 Natural things that may be found at the creek

o Eg. rocks, sticks, leaves, shells
 Unnatural things that may be found at the creek

o Eg. concrete, litter
 Naming cards for unnatural objects
 Ithaca Intact Unnatural Items Assessment Worksheet

Safety Notes: This activity is very low risk. Ensure that no litter is dangerous for the 
students to touch. Provide warnings about being careful with sticks and 
rocks.

Activity Procedure:
1. Working in pairs, students will be given a collection of natural and unnatural objects
2. 2 x Hoola hoops will be placed between the groups
3. Pairs need to decide whether each of their objects belongs in the natural or unnatural hoop
4. Once the pairs are finished, discuss any items that may have been incorrectly placed
5. Place the naming cards for the unnatural objects out on the floor
6. Have the students, in turn, collect one object from the unnatural hoop and place it near the 

appropriate naming card
7. Once all of the objects have been placed, together count the number in each group and fill in 

the group’s worksheet
8. Discuss the impacts of litter on the freshwater environment and the implications for marine 

life further downstream.

    


