
Ithaca Intact School Based Activities

Activity Name: Corymbia tessellaris art activity

Activity Objective: This activity was designed to teach students about the important role that 
native trees play within the Australian landscape. This activity also serves to 
enhance specific knowledge about Corymbia tessellaris, as well as to foster a 
sense of school community through undertaking a collaborative piece of 
artwork. This also serves to enhance creativity, artistic skills, self-expression, 
confidence and social skills. This is designed as an entire school activity, but 
could be used as a class activity.

Materials Required:
 A large drawn up outline of Corymbia tessellaris (may need multiple 

trees depending upon the age/number of the students).
 A variety of art materials
 Scissors
 Student tessellaris tile template

Safety Notes:
This activity is very low risk. Care may be required using scissors, glues and 
other specific art materials.

Curriculum Links:

Information about Corymbia tessellaris
 Also known as the Moreton Bay Ash (named after Qld location)
 Called 'tessellaris' because of the nature of the bark found on the lower section of the tree 

which is dark (in contrast to the smooth bark of the upper sections) and formed of small 
tessellated squares. This is the trees’ most distinctive feature. Bark forms on lowest 1-4m of 
the trunk

 Provides shade, shelterbelts, hollows/homes/food for a variety of native species and can 
tolerate varying rainfall

 Small white flowers between Nov-May
 Grows to 30m
 Evergreen
 Pleasing fragrance 

Activity Procedure:
1. One class, teacher, art teacher should prepare the larger tessellaris tree
2. The tree should be large enough (or there should be multiple trees) to ensure that each 

student in the class/school contributes a tile of bark to the tree
3. The tiles can be made out of card, paper, corrugated card (anything really that can be stuck 

on!). The tiles should be large/small enough to fit them all on the tree
4. Squares matching the tile size should be drawn on the larger tree
5. Students should be given their tiles to decorate (pre-cut) for early years
6. The school/class should gather together to build the tree up together!


